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Daf 53 — 21 71

1. 9"2v 72 maiv, Hashem only shows gratitude to the Avos

Rebbe Preida’s students told him that Rebbe Ezra, grandson of Rebbe Avtolas, and a descendant of Rebbe Elazar ben
Azaryah and Ezra, was standing at his door. Rebbe Preida wondered at the extensive lineage given: 'N' KIN |'"IN 12 'N
—“If he is a scholar, fine. If he is a scholar and of distinguished ancestry, fine. But if he has distinguished ancestry and
is not a scholar, n'72'M NW'N — let fire consume him!” They said he was a scholar, and he was invited to enter. Seeing
that Rebbe Ezra was upset, Rebbe Preida told him the following derashah: nnx 111X 'n? MK — You said to Hashem:
You are my Master. 1'2v 91 'L — My gratitude is not to You. He explains that 78w n012 said before Hashem,
“Ribbono shel Olam! D712 MuTInw NaIL 2 pTNin — Show me gratitude that | have made You known in the world.”
Hashem replied: "7"72u 72 maiw" — My gratitude is not to you; 1pu'l pNX' DMAN? K78 N2IL TN 'R — [ only show
gratitude to Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, D71u1 07NN IV TINY — who first made Me known to the world, as
indicated in the next passuk. That passuk mentions the word "1 TN" — mighty one, and reminded Rebbe Ezra about
Aggada he heard using "1 TX" multiple times, and he quoted a series of such teachings.

2. "mna 77 nn" — Avraham in the Beis Hamikdash during the 2110

Rebbe Yitzchak says that at the time the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed, Hashem found Avraham standing in the
Beis Hamikdash. Hashem said to him: mma /1% nn — “What is My beloved doing in My House?” Avraham replied:
NN 22 'POW 2V — “ have come concerning my children,” and Hashem told him they had sinned and were exiled.
Avraham suggested that the sins were a1w2, or only by the minority, but Hashem said this was not the case.
Avraham proposed other defenses on their behalf, which were likewise denied. Avraham put his hands on his head
and cried out and wept, and said: n3pnN 0ON? '8 DIYW1 DN KN — “Maybe, Heaven forbid, there is no remedy for
them.” A 71p N1 went forth saying: Jnw 'n X1 ININ Na nar jau1 Nt — Hashem has called your name, “A leafy olive
tree, beautiful with shapely fruit.” 19101 INNX IT N'T NN — Just as an olive tree, its destiny is fulfilled at its end (i.e.,
long after being planted), [2102 ININK 78! QN — so too Yisroel, their destiny is fulfilled at their end. The next phrase
is darshened to teach that Hashem said D2y mnni munw 1721p — “ have heard your voice, and | will have pity on
them.” The Gemara describes how their subjugation to the four kingdoms would be shortened.

3. Why Yisroel is compared to a n't

Rebbe Yehosua ben Levi said: n'12 78wt 17wn1 nn? — Why is Yisroel compared to an olive tree? It is to tell you: nn
W 19V 'R DT — Just as the olive tree, its leaves do not fall out, D'MwWAN NIN'A X271 NANN NINA X7 — neither in the
summer nor in the winter, N'N%1V N7'D1 DN |'N 7KW X — so too Yisroel, they will never be nullified, N711"'niua N7
N2N 071V — neither in this world nor in the World to Come. Rebbe Yochanan explained the comparison differently:
NNMI MU NN 12D RININ 12K DT NN — just as an olive tree does not release its oil except through crushing, 78! QR
|10 "'y K2X ADINY 1IN 'K — so too Yisroel will not return to the right way except through suffering.

Siman — Nigerian Prince

The Jew loving Nigerian Prince who told a scholar who was a descendant of distinguished ancestry standing at the
door that Hashem only shows gratitude to the Avos, sat on his throne in front of a huge painting of Avraham in the
Beis Hamikdash at the time of the Churban, and showed off the olive tree he had planted in his chamber with
leaves that never fall out, which is like Klal Yisroel which will never be nullified.
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| love Jews who are
compared to an olive tree.

The Jew loving Nigerian Prince who told a scholar who was a descendant of distinguished ancestry standing at the
door that Hashem only shows gratitude to the Avos, sat on his throne in front of a huge painting of Avraham in the
Beis Hamikdash at the time of the Churban, and showed off the olive tree he had planted in his chamber with leaves
that never fall out, which is like Klal Yisroel which will never be nullified.
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